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 O 
VER THE PAST five years, group travel has become one of the 
most popular ways Australians go on holiday. Whether for a 
birthday celebration, anniversary, sporting event, overseas 
marriage, or just because, travelling with a group of friends or 
family members offers a raft of new experiences and memories 

– and often at surprisingly competitive prices. Groups take villas in Tuscany 
or Fiji, others go on driving trips across America in a convoy of minivans, or 
travel by train and stay in apartments in the big cities. There has also been a 
big increase in group travel on coaches, people wanting to be part of a large 
group trip. People are often so time-poor and exhausted, when they go on 
holiday they don’t want to drive themselves.

Different travel agents and carriers offer a range of discounts for groups, 
depending on the number of people on the trip, the location of the holiday and 
the transportation companies involved.

Group tours can be quite specific in their requirements and travel agents 
stress that one person in the group needs to do the organising to ensure 
everyone knows what the trip involves, the costs, and is in the right place at 
the right time. 

Different strokes for different folks seems to be the theme. We asked five 
group holidaymakers to share their experiences.

Holidaying with friends, family or those 
with a shared passion has benefits that 
go beyond financial savings.

herd instinct

TRAVEL TRENDS

“I think a lot of people can 
afford to go away together as a 
family, but they don’t do it and it’s 
a shame. To have an experience 
and create memories like that 
as a family group is the most 
fabulous thing. Mum and Dad had 
been to Europe before, but none 
of us ever had. The nine of us 
spent Christmas in Kitzbuhel, 
Austria, which was magic. It’s a 
small ski village with 16th-century 
buildings. There was snow, 
Christmas markets, little 

boutiques and Europeans dressed 
in stylish fur and leather boots.

The priority was family, so one 
couple would mind the children 
while the others went out, or we’d 
all go out together. In Paris the 
apartment was spread over two 
floors and overlooked the Eiffel 
Tower, about 100m from the lawn 
at the front. We went to Paris, 
Florence, Rome, Nice and London.

Travelling with children, we 
spent at least four days in each 
location, so we weren’t rushed.

We bought Eurail passes and 
travelled by train, which was 
very special and the kids loved it. 
People were so warm and friendly 
throughout Europe.

We thought about putting it 
off until the younger child (Annie, 
18 months) was older, but by then 
the older child (Stephanie, 14) 
probably wouldn’t have wanted 
to travel with Grandma, Grandpa, 
Mum and Dad, so we just thought 
we should go now. We’d all do it 
again tomorrow.” 

Michelle Black
Business services manager,
Queensland Department of 
Education, Training & Arts

When Michelle Black’s sister 
Megan called from their 
parents’ Gold Coast home to 
tell her to come over straight 
away, the last thing she 
expected to hear was that her 
parents were taking the whole 
family to Europe for their first 
white Christmas. 

The family travelled together 
for a month, primarily staying 
in large apartments so they 
could cook and have their own 
space, but still be together.
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Paris, 2006

Church, Aurach bei Kitzbühel, Austria 

WORDS RENAE LEITH-MANOS
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Chris Chun spent two years planning for his partner 
Matthew’s 40th birthday in Italy last year. A group of 27 
friends celebrated for a week in a Tuscan villa. 

“Forty is a significant milestone and after going to a 
few, we wanted to do something special. I lived in Rome 
for about six months several years ago, so knew Italy 
quite well. The first step was sending out a newsletter-
style email asking for expressions of interest 18 months 
before. We sent out 60 and felt overwhelmed by the 
response when 30 said they were interested. 

A year before the day, we booked a villa called Quercia 
al Poggio [in the Chianti region] through Tuscan 
Enterprises in Sydney. It is set on an amazing estate 
where olive oil and wines are made and had two pools, 
a tennis court and outdoor wood-fired oven. Nine months 
beforehand we sent out a note comparing the cost with 
a nearby three-star B&B, pointing out our trip worked 
out cheaper for guests. We asked for a 25 per cent non-
refundable deposit and booked everyone in.

We also went over to check out the house six months 
before the event, to ensure it was what we wanted and to 
book some restaurants nearby, particularly Matt’s birth-
day dinner. We arranged the birthday dinner in the local 
town with cake and a menu while we were there and 
explored the area so we could let people know where the 
supermarket was, suggest daytrips and so on. 

When the time finally came, it was just brilliant. Most 
people came for a week, but we were there for two. We 
had a host of activities planned and people could join in 
or do their own thing. One day we arranged a four-car 
expedition to the fashion factory outlets outside Florence, 
our guests hosted their own cooking master classes, 
which were great fun, and we just had a great time.

The key to making group travel work is a group of laid-
back, easygoing people. It’s important not to be in each 
other’s faces 24/7. People had a lot of freedom. At the end 
of it all, we gave each guest a DVD. We’ve already had lots 
of requests to organise another trip soon.” 

Chris Chun 
Artist 
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Quercia al Pogg io, 
Monsanto, 
Italy

Italy, 
2006
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When a friend invited Ferdinando 
de Freitas to Kangaroo Island for 
New Year’s Eve, he wasn’t sure 
what to think. He had never been 
there, and wasn’t sure about it as 
a celebratory New Year’s Eve 
location. But after accepting the 
invitation, he had the most 
relaxing time ever.

“I’m not someone who can travel 
alone, but I also don’t like big 
groups, so four was the right 
size group for me. We flew into 
Kingscote and hired a luxury beach 
house, Birubi, on Emu Bay which 
was incredible. All of my friends 
keep asking why I went somewhere 
so obscure for New Year’s Eve, 
but it was pure luxury to be in a 
beautiful house with three friends, 
miles from the business and pace 

of Sydney. It was truly fantastic, 
so relaxing. Most days were spent 
just sitting on a beach two minutes’ 
walk from the house, re-connecting 
with friends. My mobile didn’t work, 
which was also a blessing.
We hired a car at the airport and 
picked up some local produce. The 
seafood on Kangaroo Island is 
amazingly fresh, with great lobsters 
and fresh vegetables. I was in 
charge of the cocktails and the 
others cooked. I couldn’t 
recommend travelling like that 
more highly, it was fantastic.
On the last day, I couldn’t believe it 
was already time to go, it went so 
fast. It made me realise how fast 
Sydney is; that you need to make 
time for friendships. And what 
better way than a short break?”

In February this year Rob Hore and his wife 
Dorothy flew to Aspen, Colorado, with 26 
friends to enjoy the ski slopes. It all started 
35 years ago, when a group of five couples 
went to Perisher and had a brilliant holiday. 
It turned into an annual group trip. Hore has 
been organising group ski trips to the US 
for the past 27 years, alternating between 
Aspen and Vail.

“Travelling in a group is a great thing to 
do. Most of us are businessmen, architects, 
solicitors or builders, and we find everyone in 
Aspen is so friendly, hospitable and generous. 
I’m retired and most of the others aren’t, so 
I do all of the organising through a travel 
agent. In Aspen we stay in North of Nell 
[a condominium hotel] in self-contained 
units, which allows some privacy if people 
want to stay in one night or cook their own 
meals. I usually book a section of the property 
for the group. Most nights we have a dinner 
booked somewhere and it’s up to people 
whether or not they come. But the majority 
do most nights and we have a lot of fun. 

Group travel offers a great social experi-
ence. Each year different people come – even 
neighbours have come along. The Americans 
seem to gravitate to Australians in groups, 
and we find them shouting us all rounds of 
drinks, giving us tips on the latest spots and 
enjoying time out with us.

The key with group travel is to give each 
other space as well as time together. Many of 
the group this year went on to do other trips 
afterwards. Last year we went to Playa del 
Carmen in Mexico, then back to Sydney.”  

Ferdinando de Freitas  
Director, Garlands Florist, Sydney

Rob Hore  
Retiree
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1986

Kangaroo Island, 2006

Emu Bay
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TRAVEL TRENDS

Wayne Godfrey is chairman 
and founder of the Down Under 
Disneyana Club, an organisation 
for people who love Walt Disney. 
Last year he arranged a group 
trip for seven Disney fans to 
travel to five Disney properties 
over 32 days to coincide with the 
50th anniversary of Disneyland 
Anaheim, California. Ranging in 
age from 34 to 50, none of the 
seven have children, but all have 
a passion for Disney and walked 
more than 280km through the 
various theme parks. Godfrey 
used a local travel agent 
specialising in group travel. 

“Three of us started the trip 
in Tokyo with four days at the 
Tokyo Disney Resort, then the 
other four joined us at Hong 

Kong Disneyland for the resort’s 
first birthday party. Disneyland 
Paris was next. None of us had 
been before. Then we flew to 
Disney World Orlando, Florida 
and Disneyland Anaheim for the 
50th anniversary.

There were some amazing 
once-in-a-lifetime opportunities. 
An exhibition in Paris featured 
hundreds of pieces of Disney 
artwork over three floors, 
from sketches to models of the 
characters. At the Walt Disney 
Studios in Burbank we were 
shown around by a Disney cast 
member we’d met in Orlando. 
He took us behind the scenes 
and we saw the sound stage 
where Pirates Of The Caribbean: 
At World’s End was being filmed.

The absolute highlight was 
seeing Walt Disney’s barn, which 
was in his backyard, where he 
created some of the original 
characters. It is only open one 
day a month, but was opened 
specially for us.

We stayed on-site at the 
Disney properties for most of 
the trip, but didn’t spend every 
minute together. Different 
people were interested in 
different aspects of the parks. 
Travelling in a group was great. 
We all got along well and 
enjoyed each other’s company. 
Next time I’d give people more 
notice; with a group of over 20 
you get discounted airfares. But 
travelling in groups, people need 
at least six months’ notice.” �

Wayne Godfrey 
Accountant, AGL

Hong Kong 
Disneyland, 2006
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Visit www.travelgearblog.com to 
check out, compare and buy travel, 
outdoor and tech gear – everything 
from backpacks to footwear to 
underwater digital camera casings

Glamour plus
The V&A’s exhibition The Golden 
Age Of Couture: Paris And London 
1947-1957 showcases the heady 
heyday of haute couture with works 
by the likes of Christian Dior and Hardy 
Amies. The show, which highlights the 
explosion of luxury after the privations 
of war, includes more than 100 pieces 
of glamorous daywear and cocktail 
dresses, accompanied by photographs 
by Richard Avedon and Cecil 
Beaton. Until January 6, 2008. 
www.vam.ac.uk 

CHECK OUT... 

CHEESE 
Slow Food’s biennial 
celebration of cheese 
in the city of Bra, 
Piedmont, Italy, 
September 21-24. 
www.slowfood.com

... AND WINE
The Yarra Valley’s 
three new self-
drive Cheese 
and Wine Trails. 
www.cheeseand
winetrails.com.au

FLOWERS
Oberon Daffodil 
Festival, Leura 
Gardens Festival and 
other spring treats.   
www.visitblue
mountains.com.au

Dorian Leigh in Piguet evening dress, Paris, August 1949

Kickin’
Kikki.K’s latest range of leather 
office/travel kit comes in black, 
a fantastic tomato red and also 
pastels. (03) 9645 6346. 
www.kikki-k.com.au

Drop in 
This attractive BYO accessory 
from Louis Vuitton will bring a 
certain style to your next picnic, 
party or neighbourhood bistro. 
A range of materials is available.   

Louis Vuitton 
monogram wine 
box, $7000. 
Available on order. 
1300 883 880.

NEW YORK LUXE 
Luxe turns its glam gaze on 
New York with the help of our 
man in NYC, Aaron Peasley. 
www.luxecityguides.com 

KEEPIN’ IT REAL
Volunteer: A Traveller’s Guide 
To Making A Difference 
Around The World, from 
Lonely Planet, says it all. 
www.lonelyplanet.com

SYDNEY STYLE
New Urban Walkabout Shopping 
Guides include Sydney CBD, 
Double Bay & Potts Point, and 
Bondi Beach & Bondi Junction. 
www.urbanwalkabout.com

An afternoon in Shanghai
Charlotte Wood will be reading from her published-next-month 
The Children (Allen & Unwin) at Shanghai’s ultra-cool Glamour 
Bar, 4pm, September 16, as part of the Incidental Weekends 
salon program. The hip cocktail spot’s literary afternoons have 
welcomed Gore Vidal, Amy Tan and Pico Iyer in the past. The 
Glamour Bar, M on the Bund, www.m-restaurantgroup.com

They’re playing your song
UK company Audio Sushi takes the car tape to new heights with 
bespoke compilations of music to suit your destination. Time-poor 
travellers who like to thoroughly get in the mood – or those who’d 
just like to funk up their playlists or theme a party – can now 
complete a survey or have a personal consultation and sit back 
and wait for the grooves to arrive. www.audiosushi.net

1 & 2: iPod holder, 
$15. 3: Envelope, $20. 
4: Business card wallet, 
$20. 5: Notebook (A5), 
$50. 6: Satchel, $125. 

TRAVEL NEWS

Culinary heights
May 29 next year marks 55 years since the first ascent of Mount 
Everest. World Expeditions is celebrating with a high-altitude 
dinner at Thyangboche monastery, Nepal, with Peter Hillary 
(son of Sir Edmund, who led the 1953 expedition), the climax 
of six separate treks. Places limited. www.worldexpeditions.com

What’s on top 
Next time you’re 
in the Northern 
Territory, keep an eye 
out for Off The Leash, 
a new free monthly 
guide to Top End arts 
and entertainment. 
www.topend
arts.com.au

Ancestral figurines, 
Atauro Island, Timor-
Leste, circa mid-20th 
century, Museum & Art 
Gallery of the Northern 
Territory collection 

Set phrases to stun
Lonely Planet’s new Pick & Mix enables downloads of 
individual guidebook chapters. www.lonelyplanet.com 
Load iSpeak Phrasebooks (Japanese/Chinese/Portuguese) onto 
your iPod and never be lost for words. www.mcgraw-hill.com.au

Scout ‘em out

TOP END

NEPAL

DOWNLOAD

GEAR

STYLIN’

STYLE
GUIDES

CHINA

E
X
H

IB
IT

IO
N

 P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
Y
: R

IC
H

A
R

D
 A

V
E
D

O
N

 C
O

U
R

TE
S
Y
 T

H
E 

R
IC

H
A

R
D

 A
V

E
D

O
N

 F
O

U
N

D
A

TI
O

N
 ©

1
9
5
6
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